COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND
Legislative Session 2025, Legislative Day No. 4

Resolution No. 10-25

All Councilmembers

By the County Council, February 18, 2025

A RESOLUTION of the Baltimore County Council to adopt the Baltimore County
Landscape Manual.

WHEREAS, in general, § 32-4-404 of the County Code requires the County to prepare and
periodically update a manual on the County’s landscaping standards, among others, that must be
adopted by the Baltimore County Planning Board and the County Council; and

WHEREAS, specifically, § 32-4-404(c) states that the Department of Planning shall
prepare a manual of landscaping standards (the “Landscape Manual” or the “Manual’); and

WHEREAS, § 32-4-404(d) requires that each County agency that is required to prepare a
manual shall submit the manual to the Planning Board for review, upon which the Planning Board
must, within 75 days, hold a public hearing, approve the manual, and submit the manual to the
County Council for adoption; and

WHEREAS, § 32-4-404(d) further requires that, within 90 days after submission of the
manual to the County Council, the Council shall adopt the manual with any amendments the
Council considers appropriate, upon which the manual shall become effective; and

WHEREAS, the County’s current Landscape Manual was last updated and adopted by the
Council in 2000; and

WHEREAS, beginning in early 2024, the Departments of Planning; Recreation and Parks;



Environmental Protection and Sustainability; and Permits, Approvals, and Inspections
(collectively, the “Agencies”) began updating the Landscape Manual; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this update was to make the Manual clearer, more precise, and
to bring the Manual into conformity with changes in State and County law in the two and a half
decades since the Manual’s previous update; and

WHEREAS, in addition, the Agencies formed a work group consisting of six landscape
architects, which met fortnightly beginning in July, 2024 to review and give feedback on the draft
updates; and

WHEREAS, beyond substantive text updates, the Agencies also updated the graphics and
appendices to make the Manual easier for County landscape architects to use county-wide; and

WHEREAS, the Agencies introduced and presented the updated Manual to the Planning
Board at its October 17, 2024 meeting; and

WHEREAS, on November 7, 2024, the Planning Board held a public hearing on the
updated Manual, after which the Board decided to delay their vote on the updated Manual until
January, 2025 in order to receive more input from stakeholders; and

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting on January 16, 2025, the Planning Board voted to
approve the Manual, as well as nine amendments proposed by the Department of Permits,
Approvals, and Inspections, and submit to the Council a recommendation to adopt the Manual, as
amended; and

WHEREAS, the County Council has reviewed the Landscape Manual, attached hereto as
Exhibit A, and approved with amendments by the Planning Board at its January 16, 2025 meeting;

now therefore



BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY,
MARYLAND, that, pursuant to § 32-4-404 of the County Code, the Landscape Manual, attached
hereto as Exhibit A and approved with amendments by the Planning Board at its January 16, 2025

meeting, is hereby adopted:and with the following modifications:

On page 7. in Part II: General Standards, Section A: Generation of Plant Quantities, in the

table titled “Native Plant Required Percentages” strike the “50%” Native percentages for

the “Trees — major” and “Trees — minor” plant categories and substitute “70%".

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the
Departments of Planning; Recreation and Parks; Environmental Protection and Sustainability; and
Permits, Approvals, and Inspections as well as the Baltimore County Planning Board; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect from the date of its

passage by the County Council.
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